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Whiteside sidelined again [F 


Heat center suffers another 
left-knee bone bruise. 1C 


Fathers and sons 


UM’s Michael Irvin II 
gets chance to make 
his own name. 1C 


Stress of 

hurricane 
season 1S 
over — 
for now 


Forecasters say 2018 
could be another 
treacherous stretch 


By BRETT CLARKSON 
Staff writer 


As the curtain fell Thursday 
on the brutal show that was the 
2017 Atlantic hurricane season, 
some experts were already say- 
ing what nobody wants to hear: 
Next year could bring more of 
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summer. 

“My hunch is that we will 
see another active season in 
2018, though we have little skill 
making such forecasts so far in 
advance,” said Jeff Masters, di- 
rector of meteorology at the 
website Weather Under- 
ground. “My forecast is based 
on the idea that El Niño condi- 
tions will not be present next 
fall, as is often the case when 
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Homes in Ramrod Key were among those destroyed in the September monster. 
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See SEASON, 12A Puerto Rico’s electricity grid was knocked out as the island was hit in September. 
YOUR NATION, 
coca wos Husband of woman lost at sea 
Reports Tumpmiighi pleads guilty in case of stolen coins 
replace secretary of state By RYAN VAN VELZER | Staff writer up to 10 years in prison for the crime. 


The president is reportedly con- 
sidering CIA Director Mike Pom- 
peo to replace Rex Tillerson, with 
whom Trump repeatedly has 
clashed in public. 4A 


‘Gomer Pyle, U.S.M.C’ star 
Jim Nabors dies at 87 


Actor whose most famous televi- 
sion role was a loving caricature 
of a Southern rube out of step 
with the 1960s also recorded 
more than two dozen albums. 6B 


The husband of a Delray Beach 
woman lost at sea pleaded guilty to 
transporting thousands of dollars in 
stolen coins Thursday. 

Lewis Bennett, 40, walked into a fed- 
eral courtroom in Miami clean-shaven, 
shackled and dressed in brown prison 
garb. 

He admitted to one charge of trans- 
porting stolen goods valued at $5,000 
or more. 

Bennett, who holds dual citizenship 
from Australia and Britain, could face 


He could also face deportation after 
serving out his sentence. He will be 
sentenced in Key West in February. 

Bennett’s attorney, Paul Walsh, de- 
clined to comment on the guilty plea. 

The silver and gold coins found in 
his possession were valued at approxi- 
mately $38,480, said Special Assistant 
US. Attorney Emily Rose. 

Authorities first discovered the coins 
after Bennett sent out a distress signal 
while his catamaran was sinking. 
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Schools 
consider 


midweek 
start date 


Proposal also would push up 
first day of classes in Broward 


By SCOTT TRAVIS | Staff writer 


Students in Broward County might have to start 
school almost a week earlier next year. And it would be 
on a Wednesday. 

The first day of the 2018-19 school year would be 
Wednesday, Aug. 15, under a proposal School Board 
members will consider Tuesday. The first day this year 
was Monday, Aug. 21, which followed a longstanding 
tradition of starting school on a Monday. 

“A midweek start will allow days for teachers and 
students to settle and organize,” district officials wrote. 
“Students will have an opportunity to visit all of their 
classes ... and have a fresh start on the following Mon- 
day.” 

The proposed calendar also will ensure schools can 
offer final semester exams before the winter holiday on 
Dec. 24. 

The plan calls for the last day of school to be on June 
4, 2019. Thanksgiving break runs Wednesday, Nov. 21 
through Friday Nov. 23. Spring break would run March 
25-29, 2019. And schools would be closed on Election 
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Man found guilty 
in 2010 slayings 
of Manors couple 


By RAFAEL OLMEDA | Staff writer 


A 33-year-old South Florida man faces a possible 
death sentence after a jury found him guilty Thursday of 
killing Stephen Adams and Kevin Powell, a Wilton 
Manors couple who took him in after he posted a 
Craigslist ad that appeared to offer his services as an 
escort. 

The 12-member jury was 
ordered by Broward Circuit 
Judge Ilona Holmes to return 
Jan. 10 so prosecutors can 
provide additional evidence 
to argue that Peter Avsenew 
deserves to be executed for 
the murders. 

Defense lawyers will pre- 
pare to argue that Avsenew 
deserves mercy in the form of 
amandatory life sentence. i 

The jurors took about 14 Avsenew 
hours over three days to reach 
a decision, occasionally sending questions to the judge 
that seemed to indicate they were considering whether 
the murder was premeditated, committed during the 
course of a robbery or unplanned. The distinction would 
have been crucial. A finding of second-degree murder — 
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